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Inquiry
ordered
into birth
defects
Hnked to
ponution
Chris Benfield

A MAJOR investigation has
been   ordered   into   links
between pollution and clus.
ters of birth defects which
have been identified in areas
as  different  as  inner.city
Sheffield and rural North
Yorkshire.

It   is   €the   first   official

!¥o:f:ii?gfr.i:,i:aei:F:ciil;
for concern.

The G¢vernment pollution
watchdng the Health Protec-
tion   Agency   (HPA)   con-
firmed yesterday there were
anomalies   which  needed
explaining and that birth
defects would be included in
national research.

It will pay particular atten-
tion to the possibfltry of  poi-
soning from waste dumps
such as the tip at Parkwood,
in the heart of Burngreave,
Sheffield, which takes ash
from the equally controver-
sial city rubbish incinerator.

BiTh abnormalities, child-
hood   cancers,   low   birth
weigbt and asthma,  will be
among the areas for investi-
gation.

The HPA,  a semi-independ-
ent government-funded bo'dy,
has been investigating possi-
ble links between pollution
and illness in the West Mid-
lands.

Dr Patrick Saunders, who
runs    the    research   pro-
gramme  concerned,  Said:"The West Midlands pilot
napped data on potential
sources of  environmental
r.r)ntaminatinn  and  data  nn
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further  -  in  particular,  a
small  but  consistent  link
between land-fill  sites  and
congenital abnormalities."

Their biggest problem is a
lack  of   records   directly
measuring poisoning by pol-
lution.

Two weeks ago,  the York-
shire Post reported on work
by Dick van  Steenis,  a for-
mer GP who has become an
expert on air-borne pollu.
tion,   and   his   assistant,
Michael Ryan, a former civil
engineer who lost twlo chil-
dren to mysterious illnesses.

Their  figures  suggested
Mid Devon had a particu-
larly  high  risk  of   birth
defects and so did most of
Wales. Sheffield and North
East Lincolnshire were hot-
spots and  so was the area
covered by the health author-
ity for Scarborough, Whitby
and Ryedale.  Other health
indicators, like cancer and
asthma Statistics,  showed
similar patterns.

Sheffield had 40 defects per
thousand  babies  overall.
North East Lincolnshire had
37 per thousand, 10 times the
rate for Wckefield.

Mr  Van  ,Qtaanie  anri  Mt.
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Close relationship: The picture of Prince Harry with his elder brother William, taken by photographer Mario Testino to mark Harry's

sunderstood... but I am w]
PRINCE Harry tum§ 21
today and in a ftynk inter-
view praises the Duchess
of Comwall - denying she
is the "wicked step-
mother,„
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father's new wife had
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unifomi stunt in the
motor interview to mark
his milestone birthday.

He apologised for dress-
ing up in the Nazi uniform
for a party earlier this year."Maybe it was a sign of
my own immaturity. That
was then. this is now. I am
becoming 21 - something
like that I will never do
again. It was a Stupid
thing to do. I think it's
part of growing up." he
said.

And he defended himself

for being both a "party
prince" and a "caring"
one, declaring "I am who I
am" and "I'm not going to
Cquan9':othofthem.If`

that'§ a problem with any-
one, then I'm very sony."What. does everyone
expect me to be just the
caring person and not to
have a cigarette, not to
have a beer?" said IIarry,
who said he believed he
was misunderstood.

He also reiterated his

hopes of may his
mother proud and spoke
of his closeness to brother
William and the difficulty
of seeing stories about
Diana, Princess of Wales,
in the papers,"I mean, ever since our
mother died, obviously we
were close, but he is the
one person on this earth
who I can actually really,
you know, we can talk
about anything," he said.

The Army cadet gave the
interviews at his father's

Home Farm in G
shire weaing a
blue and white c
shirt, green hi
trousers and six
bangles on his ri
and a leather ba
left."ts my shirt to`
pled?" he asked t
cerned, trying t{
out the wrindes
hand. "I was toll
casual."

For his official
picture, Harry a
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Two weeks ago,  the York-
shire Post reported on work
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engineer who lost trfu chil-
dren to mysterious illnesses.
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Mr  Van  Steenis  and  Mr
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the same way that incinera-
tors, landfill sites, traffic
fumes and industry, combine
to create problems in some

lands.
Dr Patrick Saunders, who

runs   the   research   pro-
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istrations for diseases such
as lung cancer. This enabled

I         possible           connections
between clusters of disease
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be that lmown factors cause
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He also talked about his
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major interview to mark
his nflestone birthday.
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part of growhg up." he
said.

cnd he defended himself

for being both a `tiarty
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He also reiterated his

firm man stabbed to
death in `territorial dispute'
=!h¥;':BMe#ei¥and

ONE man died and two oth-
ers were injured after they
were   stabbed   during   an

apEaiveenstttf:;I:ohr;±rgffsj::::

::T:Epegag:¥b%#];:.Toa3ew#:
son Of  one of the managing
directors  of  M&B  Haulage
and Waste Paper Co Ltd in
Low   Mills   Lane,   Raven-
sthorpe, near Dewsbury.

The two iutued men, aged
62 and 52, were understood to

!::oe:J:th::::?gE:a:n¥.3¥di

has  been  a  leading  cam.
paigner in this week's fuel
P#resHt%yiand is also father

Of three children and chair-

EgtBiii8i#.RH¥bfa¥o°r=
merry a parish councillor for
both West Bretton and Wool-
1ey.

All three men were taken to

g:twab;beug.£ift:i:tEonspd££teaa
in  the  hospital  yesterday
afternoon.

The   incident   happened
Swhh°e¥¥t¥eiE:r°sio¥dstaeF%
drove up to the gates of the
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hopes of making his                Home Farm in G
mother proud and spoke         shire wearing a (
of his closenessto brother      blue and white c)
Williamandthe difficulty      shirt, greenThaJ
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three men.

The incident was believed
to have arisen out of  a long-
standing territorial dispute

82g:::-.i:#gnp¥ae:.lTahs:
night in a poorly, but stable
condition and the man, 52,
was in a stable condition.

A post mortem examina-
tion is expected to be carried
out on the 36-year-old man
today.

]OLfstri¥dab£4iy±a:-s::a
in connection with the inci-
dent and  was  detained  at
Dewsbury police station.

Alexandra Wood

A  JURY  has  fc>und  a  fifth
manager guilty of failing to
act on reports Of abuse in a
Yorkshire care home.

%%i:dnryio:oisngmar:#h;%
a majority  of  10-2 at Hull
Croon Court.

Smith, of Eastlands, Naf-
ferton, East Yorkshire, now
faces a fine when he i§ son-
tenced alongside other man-

a8i8:rsst#:fpE%d&dLag]ua¥RE
Crorm Court.

In March seven carers from
the Bedes View home in east
Hull  were  sentenced to  a

total of  66 montl
after     the     col
severely disable.
suffered bullyir
slfupEg;gfaoflE:

witnesses  comr
carer§  "were sw(
the   general   ci
started engagil
themselves"  sa
Robertson QC, PI

One  manager
Garner,   was   :
standing  by   w
happened in from

Caper Tracy Ja
ice  Fenn kickii
handicapped re
Peterson in the
she complained
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