
Res_earcher claiins inquiry evidence `not taken seriously'
A    HEALTH    researcher    c]ains.                By JULIA LE`A/ls             .      Recovery ,Ltd's  giv)  proposal  16     s,ix in neighbouring Lewisham
crucial  evidence  submitted  to  the build. a-waste-to-energy  incinerator in    ,     He  said:  "My  data  came  from  the
Bdvedere incinerator put.lie inquiry         He believes emissions from existing     Belvedere.` Mr  Ryan  included figures     Office  of  National   Statistics.   They
is not being taldrg seriously enot]gh.     incinerators in south-east London have     he obtained from the Treasury,  which     should lock at the figures and see what

Anti-incinerator             campaigner     caused a high ra
Mchael  Ryan,  originally  from  Erith.     Bexley and ado
works closely with fellow campaigner     only make matter

f birth defects in showed Bexley is the London borough     is causing this.
would     with the highest number of babies with         He was amazed when his submission

birth defects.                                                    was iefuted in a report by toxicologist
Dr   Dick   van   Steenis   -a   former'        Inhisevidencesubmittedtothepub-         In  2002,  there were  59  babies born     Professor   Jim   Bridges.   of   Surrey
Government cousultar                               lic  inquiry  into  Riverside  Resource     with defects in Bexley compared with                                                    Turn to p2
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Evidence    `not
taken seriously'
E:vTrsipJ.  acting  on 'behalf  of
RRRL.

hfr Ryan  claims  the  professoris
infomation  was  based  on  cuITent
figures,  which  group  Greenwich,
Bexley and Bromley together.

The  'Ileasury  figures,  says  ndr
Ryan,   reflect\ the   true   situation
because they are for Bexley alone.

A spokesman Lfor RRRL said its
so.1icitors had notified the D'rT that
it rejected M Ryan's `mbmissions
and the company would  not  with-
draw Professor Bridges' paper,`,-  -

AspokeswomanforBexleyL.Care
Trust.said it regularly receivedane
Government figures
the overall numbers to
any valinhous likely to be
or due to reporting procedpes`.`- '

h 2002,  the Thist received two
alerts, but after investigating, found
there was no cause for concern.

She      added:      `Tlie      Health
Protection  Agen`ey  advice  is  that
although   incinerators   clearly   do
emit  pollutants  into  the  environ-
ment.  provided  they  comply  with
modem  regulatory  requiretnents,
they should conrfubute rae to the
concentratious of monitored pollu-
tarts in ambient air."

A    spokesman    for,  SELCHP,
whichrLiusanincineratorinnearby
Deptford. said:
recovery
facilityin.
stnctest enunife%ntal

. t~`The.mqiiiry  into. the „Be]vedere
incinerator  proposal  closed  last
month
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